
 

 

      Earsham Parish Council 
 Minutes  

of a meeting of Earsham Parish Council held at the Village Hall 
on Wednesday 27th September 2017 at 7.30pm 

 
Present:  Councillors: Keith Reeve (Chair), Jim Bennett, Karl Gunton, Tony Leech, Nick Meade and 
Stephen Wood 
Also present:  Lynda Ling (Clerk), District Councillor Murray Gray, 1 member of the public 
 

1.   Welcome – The chairman welcomed those present at the meeting 
 

2.   To receive and accept apologies from members unable to attend – Apologies were received and 
accepted from Councillors Bone 
 

3.   To receive any declarations of interest, in particular matters to be raised at this meeting  
– None 
 

4.   Approval of minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 26th July 2017 - Agreement was 
proposed by Councillor Bennett and seconded by Councillor Leech.                 ALL AGREED 
 

5.   Reports from District and County Councillors –  
 

District Councillor Murray Gray reported the following:- 

• South Norfolk Council are sharing staff with Breckland District Council and discussions are being 
held with Broadland District Council about sharing services in order to save money.  Both councils 
have projected losses in coming years, and the sharing of staff and services may alleviate those 
losses. 

• The request from Denton Parish Council regarding the boundary changes was discussed on the 
15th August.  The consultation will run until 27th October 2017. 

• Car parking in Harleston – Cllr Gray is working with Cllr Hutson, District Councillor to the Pulhams, 
both are trying to get the subject of the car parking situation discussed at the Scrutiny Committee 
at SNC. 

 

A brief discussion followed on the costs involved with the Bullock Fair and Broad Street car parks. 
 

County Councillor Stone sent a report in her absence which was available for councillors and public to 
view, the chairman read out some of the itemised headings for those present to raise any questions to. 
 

Police report – was read out by the Chairman which gave a precise of crimes in Harleston, Earsham and 
Beck Vale (not by individual village) 
 

6.   Matters arising from last meeting – None 
 

7.   Update on plans for the village hall refurbishment and any agreed action – Councillor Wood has 
drafted a letter regarding The Green and transferral of some of the land to the parish council which was 
originally instigated by ex-councillor Lynda Hamps, and it was agreed that councillors would look at the 
letter in more detail and let the clerk know if there was any changes to be made before sending off to the 
appropriate organisation. 
 

8.   Discussion on the sign on Milestone Lane and any agreed action – Councillor Meade reported 
that Atlantic were not interested in having their name on the signage and there still has been no response 
from the Wetland Centre.  After a brief discussion, the chairman suggested postponing a decision until 
November, as the Wetland Centre may have responded by then.  It was confirmed that the funds were 
available for the refurbishment of the sign. 
 

9.    Update on the playground (which may include the official opening, the purchase of a sign and 
a bin) and any agreed action – Councillor Gunton reported that all was well with the play equipment 
however, four car tyres had appeared in the area.  Councillor Leech commented that he would dispose of 
them. 
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Councillor Leech commented that he would dispose of them.  A discussion was held on the wording of a 
sign to be located on the pavilion which must include the rule about no dogs being allowed on the playing 
field.  Cllr. Gunton said he would take a photograph of the current signage and bring it back to the next 
meeting.  It was agreed that a plaque should be considered at the next meeting to identify those 
organisations who had donated to the play equipment.  Cllr. Reeve again expressed his thoughts that all 
those involved in the project should be appreciated for their contribution.      ACTION – CLLR GUNTON 
 

10.  Consideration of Norfolk County Council’s partnership scheme with parish and town councils 
on a 50/50 basis and any agreed action – A brief discussion was held with the deadline being 12th 
December 2017. 
 

11.  Update on the consideration of improved parking near the football pavilion and the installation 
of CCTV and any agreed action – Cllr. Bennett informed members present, that after the site meeting, 
he had drawn up a draft plan and of what had been discussed on site.  A copy of the plan was passed 
round, which gave an idea of the best way forward for the security of the playing field whilst enlarging the 
parking area which would involve some outlay for the purchase of extra posts, rails and box section.  It 
was proposed by Cllr. Reeve to accept the plans that Cllr. Bennett had produced which was seconded by 
Cllr. Gunton.  Cllr. Gunton said he would let the Chairman of the football club have sight of the plans and 
also look at the specifications and prices of CCTV camera’s       ACTION – CLLR GUNTON 
 

12.  Financial report – The clerk gave a breakdown of the parish finances which included bank balances, 
the report on the Annual Return from Mazars and a reminder about the budget requirements which the 
parish council may wish to consider. 
 

13.  Resolution to agree CPRE annual subscription (£36) and NALC annual subscription (£180.37) 
– Agreement was proposed by Cllr. Gunton and seconded by Cllr. Wood.                           ALL AGREED 
 

14.  Update on the playing field hedges/tree’s and any agreed action – Cllr Gunton reported that that 
the dead hedging plants and sleeves had been removed, which meant a large proportion of them.  Cllr. 
Leech felt that it was not worth replanting the hedging due to the close proximity of the trees.  
 

15.  Update on the defibrillator and cabinet, arrange installation, discuss training and any agreed 
action – The clerk reported that the defibrillator had been collected from the football club and new pads 
were required as the ones in place were near their end of useful life.  A new set of pads will cost £30.35 
and will need to be ordered before the defibrillator can be used.  The clerk has also made contact with a 
lady called Jayne Biggs who runs Heart 2 Heart and she has offered the parish council a cabinet from her 
funding which is heated and lit.  Members expressed their thanks for the donation of the cabinet. It was 
agreed that Cllr. Wood will do the installation works and clerk can order the new pads. Proposed by Cllr. 
Gunton and seconded by Cllr. Wood. 
 

The clerk is keeping in touch with Alan Rudd who will arrange some training once the cabinet is fitted and 
up and running. 
  
16.   Consideration of a request for an additional lighting column on Church Road and any agreed 
action – The clerk read out the quote of £2,280.32 plus VAT which came from TT Jones Electrical.  
Members decided after a brief discussion that this should be considered for the following year’s budget. 
 

17.   To discuss and agree the rent and water charges for the allotments (in the absence of a 
working Allotment Association) and any agreed action – Members agreed to keep the rent and water 
charges the same as previous years.  Agreement proposed by Cllr. Reeve and seconded by Cllr. Meade.
               ALL AGREED 
18.   To be informed of any Planning Applications and Report of Decisions received since the last 
meeting:-  
 

SOUTH NORFOLK COUNCIL – None 
NORFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL – None 
BROADS AUTHORITY – None 
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19.  Chairman’s report –  

• The chairman reported that he noticed that when the football club are cutting the grass on the 
playing field, there are still children in the play area, and asked if the football club could be 
contacted to find out details of their insurance, grass cutting policy and risk assessment.  It 
was also mentioned that the parish council needs to find out where the second set of pavilion 
keys are being held. 
 

20.  To receive reports from parish councillors (for information only) –  
 

• Cllr. Wood referred to an email regarding The Sidings and the overgrown vegetation which had 
been complained about.  It was agreed that Cllr. Bennett would inspect it and report back. 

• Cllr Wood referred to the overgrown hedge at the end of the village and the speed sign needs 
to be moved. 

 

The chairman asked members if they would be happy to extend the meeting for another 25 minutes which 
was agreed. 

 

21.  To receive clerk’s report (for information only) – The clerk read out her report which included:- 

• War Memorial - Confirmation has been received that the Earsham War Memorial has now 
been included in a list compiled by the Secretary of State for the Department for Culture, 
Media and Sport for a building or monument of Special Architectural or Historic Interest.  

• Five Parish’s Meeting – This will take place at Alburgh Village Hall on Tuesday 7th November 
at 7.30pm.  The guest speaker will be Mr. Norman Steer from the Harleston Dementia Group. 

 

22.  To approve items of expenditure invoiced since the July 2017 meeting and note balances – 
Payments for August and September 2017 were agreed.  Parish council payments already made since 
the last meeting £168.76 (PC), £78.00 (PF) – cheques for signature £2,257.23(PC) and £40.40 (PF) and 
£13.45 (Allots) 
 

Agreement was proposed by Councillor Reeve and seconded by Councillor Wood.             ALL AGREED 
 

Balances in accounts as at 27th September 2017 were:- 
 
Parish Council Current Account        £ 18,374.41 
     Savings Account       £   7,830.95 
Playing Field Current Account       £      350.67 
     Savings Account       £      291.68 
Allotment Current Account        £        73.73  
     Savings Account       £          3.36 
 

23.  To be informed of significant correspondence and agree any action (list as circulated) – It was 
noted that the Loddon branch of Barclays was closing in December 2017. 
 

26.  To discuss business for the September 2017 meeting - Milestone Lane sign, Refurbishment of 
village hall, new signage and bin for the playing field, Dukesway flooding. 
 

The meeting will be adjourned at 21.41pm and reconvened at 21.48pm for public comments 
 

The member of the public commented on the following:- The rubbish is still in the lay-by and rubbish has 
been dumped near the Scout Hut.  Updates on the footbridge? And referencing the signs for the playing 
field and no dogs allowed – there are more dogs than ever before going on the field. 
 

26.  Date of the next meeting – Wednesday 29th November 2017 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, The 
Street, Earsham  
 
The meeting ended at 21.49pm   Signed ……………………………………… 
        

Date ………………………………………… 
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