
 

 

Earsham Parish Council 
 Minutes  

of a meeting of Earsham Parish Council held at the Village Hall 
on Wednesday 26th July 2017 at 7.30pm 

 
Present:  Councillors: Keith Reeve (Chair), Jim Bennett, Scott Bone, Karl Gunton and Tony Leech  
 
Also present:  Lynda Ling (Clerk), District Councillor Murray Gray, County Councillor Margaret 
Stone, and 1 member of the public 

 
1.   Welcome – The chairman welcomed those present at the meeting 
 
2.   To receive and accept apologies from members unable to attend – Apologies were received 
and accepted from Councillors Woods and Meade. 
 
3.   To receive any declarations of interest, in particular matters to be raised at this meeting  
– Councillor Bennett declared an interest in item 20 
 
4.   Approval of minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 31st May 2017 - Agreement was 
proposed by Councillor Gunton and seconded by Councillor Bone.       ALL AGREED 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7.37pm and reconvened at 7.39pm  
 
The member of the public present mentioned that cars parking in Princess Way was becoming a 
problem again, and the litter bin was full. 
 
5.   Reports from District and County Councillors – County Councillor Stone reported the 
following:- 

• There is a new Director of Children’s Services 

• The Hales roundabout work is due to begin in February 2018 

• County Councillors have a budget of £6,000 available for small highway projects 

• The Grenfell Tower fire was caused by a Hotpoint Fridge 

• Norwich schools achieving better standards 

• Will look into the planned works for the collapsed footbridge 
 

County Councillor Stone left the meeting. 
 
District Councillor Murray Gray reported the following:- 

• £200 has been donated to Earsham Parish Council towards the renewal of fingerposts.  The 
Chairman of the parish council thanked Cllr. Gray for his kind donation. 

• Has been contacted by the Scout Group who are looking for funds to replace their hut, 
unfortunately all CAF monies have been spent and it will be next summer before they can 
apply. 

• Both Wortwell Bowls Club and Alburgh Village Hall have applied for funding. 
 
Police report – was read out by the Chairman which gave a precise of crimes in Harleston, Earsham 
and Beck Vale (not by individual village) 
 
6.   Matters arising from last meeting – Village Hall Plans (Item 7) were going to be looked at, 
however Councillor Woods is on holiday, as well as Item 14 – Hedges and tree’s on the playing 
field, Councillor Meade is also on holiday. 

 
7.   Update on plans for the village hall refurbishment and any agreed action – None (item 6 
above) 
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8.   Discussion on the sign on Milestone Lane and any agreed action – Councillor Meade 
emailed members with some questions regarding the shape of the ‘arms’,  it was agreed to keep 
them square on the edges and not cut away.  Councillor Meade was still awaiting a response from 
the Waveney Wetland Centre as to whether they would consider sponsoring the sign to include their 
name.  The cost was discussed briefly by members. 
 
9.    Update on the playground funding and any agreed action – A brief update was given on the 
project and now that the play equipment is completely installed, all that is required is for the turfing 
to settle and the project will be complete.  The final invoice for Sovereign Play is for £32,698.31 (on 
the cheque list) and the VAT claim to be submitted will be for £8,767.13.  It is hoped that all monies 
will be repaid and accounts back to normal by the end of August. 
 
10.  Consideration of NCC’s partnership scheme with parish and town councils on a 50/50 
basis and any agreed action – The clerk read out the letter from NCC and it was agreed that 
members would consider this and bring back to a future meeting.  The deadline is in December. 
 
11.  Report on the new playground equipment, post installation inspection report and added 
insurance cost – The additional cost to the parish insurance was £89.09 and members agreed this 
was reasonable.  Councillor Gunton mentioned that he had spoken to the chairman of the football 
club, Peter Goodfellow, about the installation of CCTV near the pavilion/play area, and asked 
members opinions.  After a brief discussion about the costs, it was agreed to look in depth at the 
possibility of purchasing a system.     ACTION – CLLR GUNTON 
 
12.  Financial report – The clerk gave a breakdown of where the parish finances were in view of 
the fact that there is still some funding and VAT to be repaid.  The clerk also reported that apart 
from the play equipment, insurance and post installation report costs, there has been no unusual or 
unexpected spend and payments are what you would expect a third of the financial year in. 
 
13.  Update on the Wetland Centre – The chairman informed the members that he went to the 
Open Day of the Centre, and there were a lot of people in attendance. 
 
14.  Discussion on the playing field hedges/tree’s and any agreed action – Councillor Leech 
reported that Cllr. Meade had discussed the hedging with his woodsman, and it was suggested 
infilling the hedging gaps, and making sure the saplings were given a good watering and mulching.  
Cllr. Leech offered to take out the dead hedging and remove the guards from those remaining.  
Councillor Gunton offered to help with this task.  ALL AGREED 
                                                                                             ACTION – CLLRS LEECH & GUNTON 
 
15.  Discussion on a defibrillator for the village hall and any agreed action – The clerk 
informed members that she still had not received any communication regarding this, and couldn’t 
access the online application she created 5 months ago.   
 
However, in the meantime, Peter Goodfellow, chairman of the football club, offered the parish 
council the defibrillator he was given by St. Johns Ambulance at the time that the pavilion was built.  
The purchase of an external box would be required and the clerk would need to know what make 
the defibrillator was before that could be purchased.  Members agreed this was a good idea, and 
gave delegated authority for the clerk to arrange collection of the defibrillator and purchase an 
external box.  Once the defibrillator was in place, the clerk suggested organising some training at 
the village hall for anyone in the village who was interested in attending, and to ask the Community 
First Responders if they would do the training.  This was agreed by all members. ACTION - CLERK 
  
16.  Discussion on a replacement for Geoff Chance in his role as allotment contact – 
Councillor Tony Leech agreed to take on this role and will liaise with Geoff before he moves out of 
the village.                                                                                                    ACTION – CLLR LEECH 
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The meeting was suspended at 8.40pm and reconvened at 8.46pm for District Councillor Gray to 
comment on the following subject. 
 
17.  Discussion on the Parish Boundary Review and in particular a letter received from 
Denton Parish Council – The chairman informed the meeting that a letter had been received from 
Denton PC writing as a matter of courtesy to inform Earsham PC that they have submitted a request 
for a change to the eastern parish boundary with Earsham, a map had been supplied.  The request 
was submitted for two reasons, one being community identity and the second was because the 
current boundary cuts two of the properties in half, at Boundary Farm and Denton Lodge.  
Councillor Gray informed members that this would mean that seven properties in total would 
transfer to Denton and Earsham would lose that element of precept.  There will be a consultation 
meeting at South Norfolk Council on the 15th August. After further discussion between members it 
was agreed that this was understandable and was acceptable to the parish council.  Agreement was 
proposed by Councillor Gunton and seconded by Councillor Bone.  ALL AGREED 

 

18.   Discussion on repairing the fence on the playing field and any agreed action – After a 
brief discussion, it was agreed to leave the Heras fencing in place. 
 
19.   Update on the street lighting defect list and annual electrical testing report and any 
agreed action – The electrical testing report was noted and it was agreed to replace lanterns as 
and when they go wrong.  A brief discussion was held on LED lighting and the clerk was asked to 
get some quotes.  ACTION - CLERK 
 
20.   To be informed of any Planning Applications and Report of Decisions received since the 
last meeting:- Noted 
 
SOUTH NORFOLK COUNCIL – Ampersand Brew Co.Ltd, Camphill Farm, Middle Road, Earsham – 
Application for a Premises Licence.  Members had no objections.  
 
Norfolk County Council - Earsham Gravels - Earsham Quarry, Land of Hall Road/Bath Hill Road, 
Earsham – Variation of conditions 1 (time limit) and 13 (restoration) of planning permission 
C/7/2013/7012 to allow continued use of plant site and conveyor until 31st December 2019 and 
restoration to be complete by 31st December 2020 
Councillor Bennett left the room while this item was being discussed.  All members agreed that 
there were no objections to this application. 

BROADS AUTHORITY – None 

21.  Chairman’s report –  

• Congratulations were extended to Karl and Rachael Gunton for their hard work for the play 
equipment, the equipment looks very good and is a huge improvement. 

• Thanks to the clerk for her input into the funding and help with the conclusion of the project 

• School Road, large puddle of water on the corner with The Street 
 

22.  To receive reports from parish councillors (for information only) –  
 
Councillor Bone – Asked if the verges could be cut on The Street near the chicane  

ACTION - CLERK 
 
Councillor Gunton – Thanked the clerk for her help with the play equipment funding and thanks 
were also extended to all who donated over the years.  An official opening will be held once a date 
has been agreed.  The bin on the playing field has not been emptied and the clerk was asked to 
contact South Norfolk Council to remind them that the bin needs regular emptying. 
 
23.  To receive clerk’s report (for information only) – The clerk read out her report which included:-

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Earsham Parish Council Minutes 2017 7                           7 
 



 

 

• Clerks Consultancy meeting – topics discussed were Council Tax Support Grant and 
Changes to Member Led Funding. 

• War Memorial - Confirmation has been received that the Earsham War Memorial is being 
assessed for listing as part of Historic England’s First World War Commemoration project. 

• GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations) – a taster session has been attended and 
the regulations will mean changes to the way of handling data, this comes into effect May 
2018. 

• Football Club - Email from Peter Goodfellow of the football club asking for consideration of 
the following:- 

 
For three trees to be felled – This was not agreed by members of the council 
The purchase of red diesel for the grass cutting tractor – Councillor Bennett agreed to 
speak to Peter 
Removal/relocation of the basketball hoop – This was not agreed as it is in regular use. 
 

It was also agreed that members would meet on the pavilion site to look at the car parking issues.  
Now the new play equipment was in place, it was envisaged that more parking space would be 
required.  A time and date was set for parish council members to meet at the pavilion. 
 
The meeting was suspended at 9.20 and reconvened at 9.21 for the member of the public to 
comment, and he said that he disagreed with cars being near the play area. 
 

24.  To approve items of expenditure invoiced since the May 2017 meeting and note balances 
– Payments for June 2017 and July 2017 were agreed.  Parish council payments already made 
since the last meeting £19787.74 (PC), £133.66 (PF) and £17.92 (Allots) – cheques for signature 
£34,780.38(PC) and £393.09 (PF) – The clerk gave a breakdown of the expenditure which included 
the final invoice for the new play equipment. 
 
Agreement was proposed by Councillor Reeve and seconded by Councillor Gunton.  ALL AGREED 
 

Balances in accounts as at 26th July 2017 were:- 
 
Parish Council Current Account        £ 36,678.13 
     Savings Account       £   7,874.41 
Playing Field Current Account       £      944.76 
     Savings Account       £      291.68 
Allotment Current Account        £        89.73  
     Savings Account       £          3.36 
 

25.  To be informed of significant correspondence and agree any action (list as circulated) – 
None 
 

26.  To discuss business for the September 2017 meeting - Milestone Lane sign, car park 
extension at playing field, new signage and bin for the playing field. 
  
The meeting will be adjourned at 21.27pm and reconvened at 21.30pm for public comments 
The ember of the public commented on the following:- The removal of the abandoned scooter on 
the playing field, the speed machine didn’t register the speed – query flat battery, a crater has 
appeared behind the sluice barrier and has been fenced off by the Broads Authority, fly-tipping of 
cuttings still in lay-by at the Bungay end of the village. 
 

26.  Date of the next meeting – Wednesday 27th September 2017 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, 
The Street, Earsham  

 
Signed ……………………………………… 

        
Date ………………………………………… 

The meeting ended at 21.32pm  
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