
 

 

Earsham Parish Council 
 

      Minutes  
of a meeting of Earsham Parish Council held at The Village Hall 

on Wednesday 24th September 2014 at 7.30pm 
 

Present:  Councillors Lynda Hamps (Chair) Keith Reeve (Vice Chair), Scott Bone, Nicholas Meade 
and Stephen Wood 
Also present:  1 member of the public and Lynda Ling (Clerk) 
 
1.   Welcome – The Chair welcomed those present to the meeting 
 
2.   Apologies – District Councillor Murray Gray and County Councillor Margaret Somerville gave 
their apologies 
 
3    Declarations of interest – Councillor Meade declared an interest in Item 11 
 
4.   Previous Minutes - The Minutes from the meeting held on Wednesday 30th July 2014 were 
approved and signed by the Chairman.  Agreement was proposed by Councillor Wood and seconded 
by Councillor Bone 

ALL AGREED 
5.    District and County Council Reports and crime statistics –  
 
District Councillor report – Councillor Hamps reported the following on behalf of District Councillor 
Gray:- 
 

 Councillor Gray has £200 allocated for Earsham which must be used for the good of the 
village/residents, the council were asked to think further on where this allocation could be 
used. 

 The chairman has been given the contact details for Taylor Wimpey (East Anglian) re 
building onto the village green. 

 SNC's new recycling regime comes into effect from 1st October. Many new materials can 
be put in the green bins including jars and bottles, plastic food containers, etc. Households 
will be given detailed information. 

 
County Councillor report – Councillor Hamps reported the following on behalf of County Councillor 
Somerville:- 
 

 The new service starting on 1 October 2014 will mean that materials, including glass bottles 
and jars, plastic food pots, tubs and trays and cartons, such as those used for soups and 
juices, will now be recycled using the green recycling bin. Collection days and dates will not be 
affected.   

 The County Council’s annual hazardous household waste “amnesty” is taking place this month 
for toxic household chemicals, paint, etc. The nearest venue is at Station Road, Ketteringham 
NR9 3AZ on 20-21 September, 09:00 to 18:00. 

 Whilst working within very tight budgets, the County Council is trying to keep unobstructed 
about 1,200 miles of “trails” and many more miles of other Public Rights of Way (PROW’s). 
However it is heavily reliant on local action by the public, landowners and by users reporting 
obstructions and overgrown sections. 
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Parish Crime Statistics- Cllr Hamps read out the parish crime statistics:- 
 
July – 1 x criminal damage 
August – 1 x criminal damage and 1 x theft from a motor vehicle 
 
6.  Update on plans for the village hall refurbishment, playgroup use and any agreed action – 
The chairman informed the members that Taylor Wimpey now have a copy of the plans for the 
proposed refurbished village hall and she is awaiting feedback.  The architect has been asked to 
submit a price for the drawing up of full plans required for planning permission.  The playgroup are 
making full use of the village hall and facilities     Action – Cllr Hamps 
 

7.  Update on the new football pavilion, discuss the rent payable, payment of electricity and 
water services, buy a brick scheme and any agreed action – The chairman read out a report 
which had been submitted by the chairman of the football club, Peter Goodfellow, which gave an 
update on the progress of the football pavilion.  An informal meeting had taken place between Peter 
Goodfellow, the chairman and the clerk to discuss how the payment of electricity, water and rent 
would be made, whether meters would be required for the water and electricity and the collection of 
rent from Mettingham Football Club.  After a lengthy discussion, it was decided to arrange an informal 
meeting with the members of the parish council and both chairmen of the football clubs, before a 
decision could be made on these issues.  The chairman informed the members that Earsham 
Football Club were running a ‘Buy a Brick’ scheme and the council had been offered the opportunity 
to purchase one.  After a short discussion, the members decided to decline the offer as it was not felt 
necessary to do so.         ALL AGREED 
 
8.  Discussion on a request from the football club to the purchase of a metal storage 
container, and any agreed action – The members felt that more information on the storage unit and 
its proposed location was required before any consideration could be made, so the members decided 
to postpone a decision until the meeting with the two football chairmen has been arranged (Item 7) 
 
9.  Discussion on the frequency of grass cutting on the playing field, costs involved and any  
action – The chairman read out an email from Norse which laid out the costs of moving to a weekly 
cut rather than fortnightly, and which also confirmed that the parish council are in Year 4 of a 5 year 
contract.  It was agreed that this item is also to be postponed until the meeting has been arranged 
with the football clubs. (Item 7 and 8) 
 
10. Discussion on the tree/hedge planting scheme for the playing field and any agreed action 
– The clerk had asked the tree warden to visit Princess Way and look at the site where a tree had 
been removed, with a view to suggesting a replacement.  The tree warden was of the opinion that 
there wasn’t sufficient space for a tree and suggested a hedge along the boundary which would 
afford some privacy for residents and eventually be of benefit to the football club as protection from 
the weather and perhaps keeping the ball on the playing field.  This idea was not welcomed by the 
members and it was suggested that either a crab apple or field maple tree be planted.  The clerk 
confirmed that the tree warden would be ordering a tree for the playing field along with hedging to go 
along the A143 boundary from South Norfolk Council    Action - Clerk 
 
11. Discussion on the Sprake & Kingsley solicitor’s letter in relation to the land at the Jubilee 
seating area and any agreed action – Councillor Meade had provided a copy of the Land Registry 
– Transfer of part of registered title, and confirmed that David Sprake will do the required legal work  
free of charge.  Everyone agreed that they were happy with the content of the document.  The 
chairman and Councillor Meade then signed the document.  The clerk acted as witness. 
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12.  Review and agree the Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Management and 
Financial Risk Assessments and any agreed action – Agreement was proposed by Councillor 
Hamps, seconded by Councillor Bone subject to the following changes – Physical equipment or 
areas – change 2 seats to 4 seats, 4 dog bins to 6 dog bins and Parish Rooms to Village Hall. 
           ALL AGREED 
 
13.  Discussion on the Gypsies and Travellers Local Plan and any agreed action – The 
chairman informed the members that she had attended the meeting at SNC recently which covered 
the survey work which had been done and assessed, for finding and agreeing sites for inclusion in 
the Local Plan.  The members were informed that the document is on the SNC website and there 
were twelve questions which they could complete themselves or she would respond on behalf of the 
parish council.  It was agreed that the chairman complete the questionnaire and allow the members 
to see the response before sending it in.         
           Action – Cllr Hamps
           ALL AGREED 
 
14.  To discuss the CPRE annual renewal of £36 and any agreed action – Agreement to the 
annual renewal was proposed by Councillor Hamps and seconded by Councillor Meade. 
           ALL AGREED 
 
15. Resolution to agree the purchase of weed control ground cover for use at the rear of the 
village hall and any agreed action – Councillor Bone suggested speaking with Sam Dossett as he 
has some wood chippings which could be used for this purpose.  The chairman agreed to speak with 
Sam regarding this.         Action – Cllr Hamps 
 
16.  Discussion on the grass/maintenance work around the village and agree any necessary 
action – The chairman informed the members that she had met with a representative from Norse 
regarding the cutting of the surrounds of the playing field as query’s had been raised as to whether 
this was being carried out.  Neil from Norse explained that they have problems at the back of the 
bungalows in Elms Close and cannot strim in that area due to garden rubbish having been thrown 
over the fences.  In addition, there are still tree stumps in the corner which also cause problems.  It 
was also suggested to weedkill along the fence line.  It was agreed to contact Sam Dossett to find out 
the cost of hiring a stump grinder and the cost of the work including rubbish clearance.  Councillor 
Hamps proposed a maximum cost of £250 should be spent for these works which was seconded by 
Councillor Woods.  The members also suggested writing to residents of Elms Close after the work 
and clearance had taken place, asking them not to put garden waste over their fences.  
           ALL AGREED 
           Action – Cllr Hamps 
 
17.  Planning Applications and Report of Decisions received since the last meeting:- Noted 
 
SOUTH NORFOLK COUNCIL 
a) 2014/1488 – Land south west of Dukesway, Earsham - Removal of condition 2 of planning permission 
2013/1832/F - To allow for the re-location of 2 no. parking bays which clash with new/re-located services  
b) 2014/1852 – Bridge at Fen Farm (Flixton) South of Church Road, Earsham – To construct a cattle 
bridge over the River Waveney 
BROADS AUTHORITY 
a)  BA/2014/0295/NONMAT - Mr Ben Ruddle, 39 Ditchingham Dam, Ditchingham, Bungay - Non material 
amendment to pp BA/2013/0259/FUL for external walls to be  feather edged boarding treated with a vacuum 
impregnated fire retardant instead of acrylic render and finished in blue as originally agreed 
b)  BA/2014/0302/NONMAT - Miss Diane Magee, The Maltings, Pirnhow Street, Ditchingham - Non-
material amendment on pp BA/2014/0018/COND to reposition sub station due to on-site conditions 
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18. Chairman’s Report – The chairman reported on her meeting at SNC during Item 13 
 
19. Reports from parish councillors and any agreed action –  
 

 Councillor Bone – reported that following on from the last meeting, the plaques had been 
purchased and engraved for the planters near the war memorial, and the litter bin had been 
installed in the Jubilee seating area. 
 

20.  Clerk’s report – The clerk reported the following:- 
 

 A request has been received from Bungay and Beccles Harriers to ask if they can use the 
playing field to meet for regular winter training on a Tuesday evening (6.30pm – 8.00pm).  The 
chairman of the parish council was made aware of the request, along with Peter Goodfellow of 
the football club, neither of whom had any objections (Earsham FC train on Wednesdays).  
Another request came through from the club asking if they could use the field for three weeks 
starting on September 9th as they were experiencing problems with their usual training area. 
The members were asked if they were in agreement with this arrangement.  Some concern 
was expressed as to the ground getting churned up during the winter, however it was agreed 
to wait and see how the field was affected over the winter months. 

 An email was received from Ann Carty at SNC (this was forwarded to councilors on the 2nd 
September), to say she had received a complaint regarding an electric fence which has been 
placed over the way of the public footpath halfway along Earsham Dam to the wooden 
footbridge that leads onto Marston Moor.  This is now a difficult and potentially dangerous 
footpath for walkers to access.  The stile along this channel of the Waveney has remained 
broken for at least a year, consequently cattle have access to the footpath leading to the 
wooden bridge. The clerk was informed that the electric fence was no longer in place and 
contact with the relevant organisation should be made for the repair of the stile.  

Action - Clerk 

 An email has been received by Bob Edwards (Highways) asking about the ownership of the 
hedges on Earsham Dam that are overgrown and obstructing the footway from Bungay 
(forwarded to councillors 13th September).  It was suggested that a local farmer from Flixton 
may be the person to contact over this issue. 

Action - Clerk 

 The annual return has been received from Mazars and the notices duly posted on the notice 
board.  The return has given the parish council finances a clean bill of health with no 
comments to make except to advise that on next year’s return, the top-up element of SNC’s 
grant will have to be listed separately and not part of the precept.  

 
 
21.  Payment of accounts - Payments for August and September 2014 were agreed. Parish council 
payments already made since last meeting £448.58 (PC) £48,727.63 (PF) and £49.38 (Allotments) – 
cheques for signature £1,198.30(PC).  Proposed by Councillor Hamps and seconded by Councillor 
Bone.                    ALL AGREED   
 
22.  Significant correspondence and any agreed action (list as circulated) –  
 
Item 6 – NCC’s budget and priorities for 2015/18 
Item 8 – CPRE’s Parish footpath short survey       Action – Clerk 
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23.  Business for the January 2014 meeting – Village hall refurbishment, gypsy & traveller 
document (Local Plan), items for inclusion in the 2015/16 budget document 
 
The meeting was adjourned for public participation at 9.21pm and reconvened at 9.28pm 
 
The resident present at the meeting brought up the following points:- 
 

 Scouts - paper banks – Councillor Meade suggested the scouts may be a good recipient of 
District Councillor Gray’s £200. 

 Minns Bridge and Marston Moor footpath is inaccessible due to overgrown foliage 

 Football Club – If they could be asked to pick up litter after their football practice 

 Bungay end hedge is overgrown as is the hedge at Endways. 
 
24.  Date and time of the next meeting – Wednesday 26th November 2014 at 7.30pm at the Village 
Hall  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ……………………………………… 

The meeting ended at 9.30pm 
 
        Date   ………………………………………. 
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